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'U3;m:iLiia  op  lihcolk's  bust  at  the  raxl 

OF  FAMB] 


ADDHE^  OP  HIE  mSBOH  AJj.eASSABOR 

A  true  "born  Amerioan,  repreyenting  the  seventh 
generation  from  the  original  pettier  a.rrived  in  I6o7,  iiis 
family  .ViaYing  since  laoYed  around  tlie  coiuitry,  Duilding 
horaes  in  six  different  states,  the  great  inan  of  \?or Id-wide 
fane  T/hose  "biist  we  are  dedicating  todo.y,  same  of  hian'ole 
Qtoclc  and  grew  up  atDiong  the  humjjlest  surroundings.  IIo  fam- 
ily tuition  was  to  help  hixa;  scarcely  any  schooling  bca-rce- 
ly  any  uook  were  within  the  reach  of  one  to  whom  the  fates 
wotild  give  for  his  task  to  perfect  the  work  of  V/ashington 
and  roake  it  indeotruc tibia. 

Eeaching  hoyhood  and  imnhood  in  ICentucky,  India- 
na, Illinois,  Al)raham  Lincoln,  deprived  of  tiie  usual  assist 
ances  -  "I,  a  friendless,  uneducated,  pennilees  "boy,  work- 
ii^  on  a  flathoat  at  ten  dollars  per  month"  -  ¥/as  fitted 
for  a  career  unique  in  the  history  of  the  world,  by  the 
forest,  the  swamp,  the  river,  by  necessity,  by  the  great 
heart  God  had  given  him,  in  vrhich  courage,  tenderness, 

humor. 


hiunoi',  an  o.ptituds  to  merriment »  an  ax^titude  to  melancholy, 
lived  together,  all  kept  within  'bounds  "by  coinmon  sense. 

I'iiese  moulded  a  man  -sdio,  fearless  "by  nature  and  Iialoit 
surrounded  from  childhood  by  the  unlojown  and  the  unexpect- 
ed, woiild  "be  in  after  life  astonished  at  nothing,  and  who, 
in  his.  coul*3  solitLide,  v/ith  ixo  one  to  rely  upon,  v^ould  in 
the  every  dry  difficulties  of  his  rough  beginriings,  gather 
inf ormtion  by  liersonal  exijerience,  silently  think  tiie  mat- 
ter over  lor  himself  and  tciko  hie  o\7n  decision.  Such  he  was 
at  Pigeon  Creel:,  so  was  he  rxt  the  coimcil  taole  during  the 
terrible  v;ar. 

Goncernin£^  the  union  hi  v.  .sentiment  never  changed  ;hii5i 
opinion  was  li3^e  "'i^'a3hington*{3  v/ho  had  written:  "\7hen  the 
bond  of  imion  gets  once  brolcen  everything  ruinous  to  our 
future  prospects  is  to  "be  apprehended''.  Concerning  slavery, 
a  friend  of  liberty  though  he  was,  it  tock  him     Icni;^  time 
to  becoue  an  abolitionist;  he  v/oulcl  mv^e  preferred  gradual  ' 
abolition  with  c acipensat i on  to  the  £>lc.ve  ovmers:  in  which 
again  his  ideas  were  very  sinilar  to  those  of  Y/aehington. 

¥hen  liowever  he  found  ti'iat  there  was  no  mcjans  of  pre- 
serving the  union  save  to  solve  at  all  rieks  the  old  stand- 
ing problem  once  for  ell,  his  decision  beca-me  limaovable; 
that  heart  of  hiii,  full  of  tenderness,  became  adamant This 
world,  he  wrote,  iu  a  world  of  compensation  and  he  who 
would  be  no  slave  must  consent  to  have  no  slave". 

He  trusted  the  American  people  to  reeiiEie  the  sti'ugsle 
if  he  failed;  to  continue,  if  he  died,  the  unfinished  task: 


**If  uy  own  strengtli  should  fail,  I  shall  at  least  fall 
hack  upon  these  msses  who  I  thin^,  under  anj  eircuiastan- 
©es  will  not  fail*. 

His  t^'a'nsparent  honesty,  forceful  character  and 
samestjiise.., '  mttiral  eloquence,  mstery  of  the  English 
language,  so  great  tliat,  when  he  is  at  his  "best,  one  can- 
mat  add,  suppress ,  chan^  or  displace  a  word  wiliiout  spoil- 
M:^  s-e^mtenee,  Mis  shrewd  intelligence  ©-f  tett^srs,  pol- 
itical, had  raised  him  from  the  obscurity  ^here  he  lay 
eoBC^i^ed,  to  be,  first,  post  master  at  now  vanished  Hew 
Salem,  then  member  of  th©  House  of  Eepi*esentatives  of 
Illinois,  afterwards  meiaber  of  Congress;  then,  on  the  eve 
of  the  most  perilous  conflict  this  republic  and  modern 
democracy  had  ever  ha4  to  face,  Sixteenth  President  of 
the  United  States, 

m:iat  the  conflict  was,  between  opponents  equally 
brave,  equally  sute  of  l^eir  rights,  all  the  irorld  knows. 
Its  vicissitudes  were  followed  for  four  years  with  heart- 
beats abroad  as  well  as  at  hcBa®  by  all  the  believers  in 
l«publiean  institutions.  th&  future  of  democracy  depended 
in  a  large  measure  up^  the  issue.  Could  a  republic  stand 
mm^  %  te#tf  pirvive,  form  agaia  a  union?  It  did,  owing 
chiefly  to  that  great  heart  Clod  had  given  Lincoln,  to  the 
chivalrous  character  of  Ulysses  S.G-rant  and  Robert  E,Lee, 
b©th  si#e  %  fMi-  iBstly  hon-tr^  ig;  these  lialls,  and 
owing  also  to  Ihe  equal  patriotism  of  the  winners  and  the 
losers  in  the  conflict. 

15air  to  all,  Just  t#  all,  mouij^itisag  so  laany  losses, 
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In  "battles  where  every  figjiter  was  an  Americjan,  preserving 
a  sentiment  for  "the  good  men  of  the  South,  and  I  regard 
the  majority  of  theia  as  such",  the  great  citizen  who  had 
entered  the  nar  having  hoped  to  the  last  that  it  could  be 
avoided,  -  "We  are  not  enemies,  but  friends.  We  must  not 
b#  enemies**  •  saw  the  end  of  the  storm,  could  once  more  re 
p#at  "We  are  not  enemies  but  friends*",  and,  his  taslc  ful- 
filled, fell  the  last  victiEi  of  the  cause  to  which  he  had 
dedicated  his  life. 

All  nations  were  stirred  with  horror;  a  hero,  a 
martyr,  had  disappeared  from  a  world  the  better  for  his 
words,  his  deeds,  his  example,  Eegrets  and  praise  were 
universal;  the  best  praise  is  perhaps  in  the  very  simple 
words  engraved  on  the  gold  medal  struck  by  the  French  na- 
tim  for  'Mrs,  Lincoia  (and  in  order  to  show  that  it  was 
truly  national,  no  one  had  been  allowed  to  subscribe  niore 
than  two  cents):  "Lincoln,  honest  laan,  who  abolished  »lave 
ry,  reestablished  the  Union,  saved  the  Republic,  without 
veiling  the  Statue  of  Liberty", 

Strengthened  and  united,  understanding  better  from 
his  example,  as  the  Great  War  showed  is  our  (feys,  the  value 
cf  desinterested  courage  and  generosity,  his  nation  was 
now  re^dy  for  a  more  brilliant  destiiiy  than  it  had  ever 
known  before. 

i^om  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  from  many  parts 
of  the  world,  pilgrims  will  come  in  future  times  to  this 
shrine.  Standing  before  the  bust  of  Lincoln,  they  will  com 
mune  with  him,  recall  his  greatness  and  his  services,  and 
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leaY€  tliese  precincts  with  Lowell's  beautifiil  line  on 
their  l^ps: 

fAnd  one  of  Plutarch*©  ^en  talked  with  us  face  to 
face**./. 
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